For Immediate Release

Date:  

October 21, 2007
Contact:  

SCHOOL HEALTH CENTER OPEN

The Any School Health Center will hold an open house on October 30 from 8 am to 2 PM.  During that time, staff will be present to answer questions about the health center and flu shots will be offered for $7.00 to the community and teachers.

The health center opened in mid- October and is already busy providing health care to students.  The health center offers many of the same services that students would receive in a doctor’s office but now they can get those services during the school day right at school.  

Services include treatment of illnesses, prescriptions, lab tests, comprehensive physical exams, first aid, and immunizations.  Care is coordinated with the student’s family physician or other specialists, when needed.  

Services are provided with particular attention to the unique health concerns of adolescents.  When seeing a student for a physical exam, for example, staff consider the student’s total physical, emotional, social and academic well – being.  Possible risks to the student’s health are explored and staff takes time to develop a trusting relationship so the student will feel comfortable talking about sensitive issues.  

 “Our goal is to improve the academic success of students by keeping students healthy, preventing some problems and identifying other problems early, “ says Karen B, the health center’s nurse practitioner. 

The health center is now open every day until 1:30 PM and on Thursdays and Fridays until 3 PM.  Certain services, such as physical exams, are scheduled by appointment but students may also be seen on a walk-in basis, depending on the need and the available staff.  

“We would like to eventually offer some group educational programs for students and possibly for parents once we get settled”, commented the health center’s nurse, Sherry P. 

The health center is the result of a partnership between the Any County Board of Education and local health organizations.  It is supported through generous contributions from Any Hospital and is operated by Any Health Systems, with medical direction from the Department of Pediatrics at Any University.  

Staff at the health center are:

Karen B, MSN, Certified Family Nurse Practitioner; 

Sherry P, Certified Registered Nurse, 

Susan D, Office Coordinator; and

Patricia K, M.D.  

Students under 18 must be enrolled in the health center and have signed parent’s consent on file to be seen by the nurse practitioner or physician for most services.  Some services, such as first aid or information, do not require parental consent and are provided to all students without charge. 

“We encourage parents to have their child enrolled before services are needed.  That way, if a student needs to be seen, it saves us and the student time”, commented Susan Dotson, the office coordinator.   

Services that would normally be billed for in a doctor ‘s office will be billed to the student’ s insurance, when available.  Many services are provided free or for a minimal charge, depending on a family’s income and insurance coverage. 

Enrollment forms were distributed at the beginning of the school year.  Parents may call the health center (555-1212, ext. 315) to request another form if needed or to inquire about specific services.
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