
Additional Partnerships 

• Dental Assistant/Parent 
Volunteer

• Wood County Rotary 
Children’s Dental Fund

• WVU at Parkersburg 
Nursing Student 
pediatric rotations 





BARRIERS

• Lack of education regarding the importance of oral 
health prevention

- Parents 

- School Nurses

- Teachers 

• Lack of participation in preventive clinics

• Reaching Title I parents; for referrals, follow- up, 
dental home establishment 

• Weather and Logistics 



Ten Title I Elementary Schools

All grades included in initial screenings

3,275 Cover Letters and Parent Questionnaire's 
sent home

431 screened to 2009-2010

469 screened 2010-2011





Dental Home

• Dentist referral list sent after screening visit 

• Dentist referral sent after preventive 
treatment 

• Assistance offered in follow-up parent phone 
survey   



Wood County Statistics 

ASTDD BASIC SCREENING SURVEY RESULTS

469 Screening within the first 6 months 

28 had urgent needs

51% untreated decay

234 were referred to a dentist 

for early dental care



Wood County STATS Con’t.

• Average age of students screened 7.5 years

• 75% students reported that they did not have 
a regular dentist

• 22% students reported they had never been 
to the dentist

• 97% of those screened were referred to area 
dentists for further evaluation and/or 
treatment 



Wood County Successes are due in 
part to: 

• DENTIST PARTICIPATION

• WOOD COUNTY SCHOOL SUPPORT

• STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SCREENINGS

• AND OF COURSE FUNDING! 
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Mid-Ohio Valley 
Adult Statistics

• Wood County population 86,956(78.4%adults) 
with approximately 40 dentists

• Population of the other five counties served in 
the region is 46,374(78.8% adults) with 9 
dentists

• Medicare for the elderly offers no dental 
coverage

• Only two oral surgeons and two general 
dentists accept adult Medicaid in the region



Adult Treatment Challenges

• Currently there are no public health treatment 
facilities for dentistry in Parkersburg

• Size of population and number of dentists restricts 
eligibility for FQHC or use of dental students through 
WVU

• Several dentists accept Medicaid/CHIP for children

• Medicaid only provides extractions to adults over 21

• Very few Parkersburg dentists accept adult Medicaid



MOVHD Region Adult Oral Health 
Treatment Programs

• Good Samaritan – Free Clinic

• Minnie Hamilton Health Care System FQHC 
(serves Calhoun, Roane, Ritchie)

• Community Resources – American Recovery 
Investment Act 

• Dentists that accept adult Medicaid



MOM



Mission of Mercy Free Dental Clinic July 
31-August 1, 2009

• Served over 1,300 Adults from 28 counties in 
WV and 10 counties in OH

• Brought dental providers together from WV, 
OH, IN, VA, NC, MD and PA

• 138 community organizations donated time 
services or supplies

• Over 700 volunteers 



Dental Treatment Summary

• Exams, hygiene, restorative, oral surgery, x-ray 
and lab services $736,698

• Dental volunteer hours 4,150 valued at 
$275,195

• Grand Total: $1,011,893



Where do we go from here?

• Do nothing?

• Hold another MOM project?

• Raise funds for some type of public dental 
clinic?

• Work on a plan for dentists/dental hygienists 
to volunteer from their own offices?



Where are we now?

• Funding for a full-time care coordinator and 
full-time OA/billing-Benedum Foundation

• Donated Digital Panorex and periapical x-ray-
CRI

• WV Legislature  

• Request $200,000 over 2 yrs. for a pilot 
project in Wood Co.

• Initial funding from DHHR







Adult Treatment Program Highlights

• Provider volunteers block off time from their 
own office

• Coordinator screens applicants, takes x-rays 
and provides education at MOVHD

• Referral and scheduling assistance as well as 
transportation/social work





Adult Program Parameters

• Provider bills MOVHD

• MOVHD will bill patients/Accept Medicaid and 
sliding scale up to 250% of Federal Poverty 
Income Guidelines

• Fees generated used to pay provider a stipend 
for overhead.

• Volunteers liability covered by MOVHD  





Adult Program Benefits

• Dental providers work with their own staff, 
equipment and preferred materials

• Dental providers obtain up to 5 hrs. CE, 3 for 
hygienists

• Dental providers do not handle any billing
• X-rays transmitted in advance to aid in treatment 

planning
• Coordinator works closely with patients to 

reduce/eliminate no show rate
• Patients payment for services gives them a stake in 

treatment aids with sustainability 





Program Challenges

• Funding

• Initial “start-up” phase – develop all 
forms related to patient treatment and 
care/purchase of all supplies and 
equipment

• Care Coordinator working closely with 
dental community and clients

• Contract with volunteer providers



Positive Outcomes

• A model could be developed to meet the 
needs of adults in the MOVHD region

• The model could be duplicated in other parts 
of the state or country

• Cost effective




